


Survival Camp
Instructor:  C. Luzniak

Course Description
Overview

Before anything else, let me welcome you to MfA’s Survival Camp!  You are about to enter your first year of teaching, the first step on your journey as a math teacher.  Every teacher that you know has (obviously) been where you are right now.  We know what it is like, and we (Master Teachers, MfA and the general math teaching community) are here for you.  So, we have this Survival Camp to help prepare you for the beginning, those first few hours, days and weeks.  

Have the nightmares started yet?  Have you had a moment where you stressed out about what the students will think of you or how you will teach your first lesson?  How will you set up your classroom? It is perfectly normal to be anxious, to feel fear, to doubt yourself.  You are allowed to feel that your lessons might not be creative enough or challenging enough…but do not worry, you will learn a lot during the next few days, and you will continue to grow and deepen your practice over time.  

Please read review this syllabus in its entirety.  Because you are all adults, I will not have you get a parent signature and return this syllabus (like I do with my students).  However, I do hope to foster a healthy communication system.  I am here to help you.  If you would like to speak with me, you are more than welcome to do so at an appropriate time.  You can speak with me before or after any of our sessions (early mornings and lunch are great times).  If you prefer, you can also email me, or call me.  Your growth as a teacher is very important to me, to MfA and most importantly to your students.  So do not be afraid to ask when you have a question!

I look forward to a fun and productive two days working with you.  Know that you can also reach out to me or other MfA staff at any time in the future, as well.  Thank you for your support and cooperation.

Sincerely,

Mr. C. Luzniak   

Objectives

· To prepare you for the start of the school year

· To explore different lesson formats

· To create lessons with appropriate pacing and flow

· To engage in activities to build relationships

· To improve classroom management skills

· To develop skills and techniques for managing various classroom events

· To improve classroom questioning and discourse

· To discover helpful resources
Syllabus
	Time
	Workshop Overview
	Questions

	9:00-10:30
	The First Day-

We will explore some first-day activities and norms.  We will look at a syllabus and discuss personal strategies for the first day.


	· How will my students enter the classroom?

· How will I begin each class?

· What rules/structures must I have in place to start?

	10:40-11:40
	Developing Relationships-

As we get to know one another better, we will engage in some introductory activities that may help you to establish better relationships with your students and colleagues.  


	· How do I learn all of my students’ names?

· What relationships will I have with my students?

· Who do I talk to for advice?

	11:45-12:15
	Lesson Planning-

By watching a demo lesson, we will deconstruct a lesson and discuss the do’s and don’t’s of a good lesson.


	· What does a good lesson look like?

· What is the structure?

· What works for me?

	Lunch on your own

	1:15-2:50
	Teacher Moves-

We will explore the debate format in the classroom while exploring classroom management issues, generating a list of helpful techniques.


	· What behaviors can I expect from my students?

· How will I redirect student behavior?

· How can I maintain a positive atmosphere?

	3:00-3:50
	Classroom Discussion-
Exploring good questioning techniques, we will explore ways of developing quality classroom discussions.


	· What are good questions to ask?

· How can I motivate students to talk to each other?



	End of Day 1

	9:00-10:00
	Your Classroom-

We will discuss decisions teachers make “behind the scenes,” including seating assignments and classroom decorations.  


	· What will your classroom look like?  

· How will you arrange your students?



	10:10-11:10
	More on Management-

We will explore more classroom management issues, continuing our list of helpful techniques.  We can also look at grading and other class structures.


	· What behaviors can I expect from my students?

· How will I redirect student behavior?

· How can I maintain a positive atmosphere?

	11:15-11:45
	Letters from Teachers-

We will look at a network of advice from teachers across the country, identifying personal strengths.


	· What advice is helpful?

· What have I never thought about before?

· What do I still have questions about?



	11:45-12:20
	The Wider Community-

Guest Lecture by Sam Shah


	

	Lunch/Panel Discussion

	1:20-2:50
	Demo Lessons-

We will break into small groups and present brief lessons for feedback.


	· What does a good lesson look like?  

· How does a good lesson begin and end?

· What questions will I ask?



	3:00-4:00
	Wrapping Up!


	· What questions do I still have?  

· Where can I go for help?



	End of Day 2


Grading & Assignments

As this is a set of workshops to help you and not a class, there will be no grades for this.  Your goal is to take in as much as you can and reflect on how you can use this information in your future classroom.  To achieve this goal, you will be asked to do four things:

1. Fully participate in all activities.

2. Examine all activities for techniques and routines of good instruction.

3. Reflect on what/how you can incorporate what you see into your instruction.

4. Prepare and teach a ten-minute demo lesson.

Demo Lesson
All Fellows will present a demo lesson on Tuesday afternoon.  You will be broken up into small groups.  You will take turns teaching a brief lesson, acting as students when another Fellow is presenting.  

The demo lesson is not meant to be complicated or elaborate.  You should plan on teaching 8-12 minutes on a topic, any mathematical topic of your choice.  You may want to think about a lesson you are planning for your upcoming year.  What we will be looking for is:

· Clear structure (does your lesson have a beginning, middle and end?)

· Thoughtful engagement (is your audience involved/challenged?)

· Decisive teacher moves (are you making decisions to enhance your lesson?)

Keep it simple.  Teach a topic you are comfortable with.  Give us the ten-minute version.  No need for worksheets or other student work, unless you want to show it for feedback/discussion.
Homework

Your only actual homework will be to prepare a demo lesson.  Some supplementary reading will be provided, but is only for your personal reading.

Supplies 

For this class, you will need something to write with (pen or pencil) and something to write on (a notebook).  Also, for Tuesday, it would be very helpful to have a laptop!
Attendance & Punctuality

Attendance and punctuality are not a part of what you are being assessed on.  However, it is in the best interest of both yourself and your colleagues that you are on time (in your seat by 9am) and ready to start each day.  Punctuality and attentiveness show respect for yourself, your colleagues and your instructors. 
Cell Phones & Electronics
Please make sure all electronics are turned off before you enter the room.  If you have personal business to take care of, please do so during a scheduled break (like lunch).  Cell phones that go off during a workshop will result in the embarrassment of the owner.
Classroom Culture
This can be one of the most important learning experiences for you as a new teacher.  It can also be the most exciting.  However, that is only possible if we create a great environment for exploring math and instruction.  It is up to you to hold yourself and your neighbors responsible for upholding the highest level of respect and academic rigor.  We are all in this together, and you are responsible for each other.  
Student & Parent Contract for Mr. Luzniak’s classroom

I am aware that:

1. Certain standards are expected of me, and insubordination of any kind will not be tolerated.

2. Inappropriate language or gestures will not be tolerated.

3. Everyone in the classroom deserves to be treated as an equal.  Putting another student down is absolutely unacceptable.  If a student intimidates, degrades or bullies another student he/she will be dealt with swiftly.

4. I am expected to come to every class prepared to learn.  This means I have my assignments complete, notebook ready and pen in hand.

5. I am to work to the best of my ability.  All activities will be completed, knowing that I have given my best effort.

6. Taking risks and participating are encouraged.  I should not be afraid to ask appropriate questions.  I will learn the most by being actively involved in my learning.

7. Most importantly, everything I do or say in the classroom should help create a positive learning environment.  I will work hard, help others and never be afraid to try!


By signing below, I agree to abide by all rules and expectations of both Mr. Luzniak and MfA.  I am aware of the consequences and awards for all of my actions.  I will contribute positively to the learning environment in my classroom.

____________________________________________



Student Name

____________________________________________


     _______________________
                     Signature






       Date
Important Information


Phone Number:  917.207.7181





E-Mail:  cluzniak@sljhs.org





Website: sites.google.com/a/sljhs.org/luzniak-math/





-------------





SUPPLIES: 


 Each day, please bring with you:


A pen or pencil


A notebook











